
❑ Develop a systems-based stress-testing framework
❑ Identify and map stakeholders
❑ Develop future scenarios
❑ Assess the resilience of Scotland’s water governance 
❑ Identify the factors that most affect its resilience
❑ Explore alternative response options 
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❑ A stress-stressing framework template
❑ A mapping of stakeholders, their relationships and 

interactions
❑ A set of future scenarios in the context of socio-economic, 

geopolitical and environmental risks and uncertainties
❑ An assessment of the resilience of Scotland’s water 

governance
❑ An understanding of alternative response options  
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Context

▪ Defining the system
▪ Identifying the 
elements and their 
interconnectedness

▪ Identification
▪ Characterisation 
▪ Investigation

▪ Exploratory Scenario Planning
Business as usual

Changes with low disturbance
Changes with high disturbance

Massive and abrupt changes

▪ Literature review
▪ Expert interview

▪ Semi-structured interview
▪ Content analysis & WCM 
▪ Multi-stakeholder dialogue 

▪ DELPHI
▪ Historical data analysis
▪ Stakeholder workshop

▪ Data analysis
▪ Stakeholder workshop

The aim of the research project is to stress test the resilience of Scotland's water governance to future risks and evaluate 

the robustness of its response options against future stresses and uncertainties.
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